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Make it easier to write programs that access 
databases

Traditionally, for large IT departments

Much progress, but itõs still ~40% of the work

Core problem is developing and using complex 
mappings between schemas
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Data translation

XML message mapping

Data warehouse loading

Query mediators

Forms managers

Report writers

Query designers

Object-relational wrappers

Portal generation from DB

OLAP databases

Application integration

Composing web services
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Most packaged business 
apps need to access an 
OO view of relational 
data

Requires an OR wrapper

App developer specifies a 
high-level mapping

Objects

Relational
database

Business logic
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A tool translates the mapping into 
executable code
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